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British Wildlife Rehabilitation Council Newsletter XXXX Spring 2005

A Thank You and a Gentle Reminder

We would like to thank all those supporters of the BWRC who have repeated their
contributions this year either with a standing order from their bank or by a direct payment.

This assistance is essential for the continued functioning of the Council and we would wish to
respectfully remind any supporters who have yet to make their annual contribution to send it
to our treasurer, Janet Peto, The Bungalow, Muskham Woodhouse Farm, Caunton,

Newark, Nottinghamshire. NG23 6BD

EDITORIAL

Requests for Information

The Rehabilitator

The Release of Rehabilitated Non-native Species
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The House Martin Delichon urbica.
A Brief Overview and Pilot Study from a
Rehabilitator’s View

Simon Allen, Gower Bird Hospital
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e 3 (Tenebrio molitor)

e /) (Galleria mellonella)
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at the time of fledging has well-
developed flight and aerial foraging

capabilities
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Review of Wildlife and Countryside Act
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Release of Rehabilitated Non-native
Species
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“There are circumstances where non-
native species become injured and are
brought into wildlife hospitals for
rehabilitation by concerned members of
the public. In such cases there is an
animal welfare dilemma in that such
animals cannot currently be lawfully
released back to the wild when they have
recovered, as this would contravene
section 14 of the Act. To comply with the
law, the animal would have to be put
down or kept in captivity for the rest of its
life. Euthanasia of animals that are likely
to make a full recovery is publicly
unacceptable in cases where its releases
back to the wild would cause no
ecological impact, for example where
populations are already well establishes
in the wild, or where the release of a small
number of individuals is unlikely to have
effects at a population level.

Provision already exists to allow the
limited release of muntjac deer, which are

listed on Section 9, L #

#* )l under the terms of a
licence, which restricts the release to
certain areas and under certain
conditions. It would be possible to go
further and allow the licensed release of
other rehabilitated non-native species
where this can be undertaken without
adverse consequences.

There are two options:-

1. individual licences issued to allow the
release of individual specified
specimens taken into care, or

2. general licences which would be
applicable to a list of species
considered not to pose a threat to the
environment or to public safety. A
general licence would also specify the
conditions of release, for example
release at or near the place from
which the specimen was recovered
from the wild: and require prior
consultation with local airports for
species identified as a potential air
safety risk L 7 N

>

A general licence limited to species not
considered to pose a threat to the environment
would in out view provide a better solution, as
there would be less of an administrative
burden on government.”

Bats in Houses
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Wing-tip Oedema in a Red Kite

The editors are very grateful to Chris # " =0 >FA
Woodruff BVSc MRSCS a veterinary surgeon = A <&
working the Old Pound Veterinary Centre, 16
Much Wenlock, Shropshire for the following <& 5 #—
article.
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CORRESPONDENCE

“Angel Wing” in Waterfowl

Following an article on the rearing of young watewrfowl in the Winter 2004 Newsletter we have
received the following letter from Hanako Winnacker from USA.



REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

OTTER ROAD CASUALTIES —IN WALES
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

ADVANCED NOTICE

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION SYMPOSIUM

th
November 25-26
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